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Wildcat, Jayhawk players to watch 



By Tate Steinlage 
the collegian 

All eyes will be on Bramlage 
Coliseum Monday night as K-State 
battles No. 8 Kansas on ESPN's Big 
Monday. The contest marks the 297th 
installment of the Sunflower Show- 
down, the second of the 2013-14 sea- 
son. 

The Jayhawks cruised to an easy 
86-60 victory in the first game on Jan. 
11 in Allen Fieldhouse. The result 
gave us a good look at the players to 
look for in Monday's all-important 
sequel. 



K-State 

Freshman guard Marcus Foster 

Foster struggled to find his usual 
groove in the first meeting between 
the in-state rivals. The freshman shot 
just 3-12 from the field, ending the af- 
ternoon with seven points. 

Despite that performance, don't 
expect the Kansas defense to fall 
asleep on him. Foster enters the game 
averaging 14.7 points per contest, and 
is coming off his best outing yet as a 
Wildcat when he went for 34 points 
against the Texas Longhorns Satur- 
day. 

The K-State leading scorer will 
have to forget his freshman status 




Emily DeShazer | the collegian 

K-State junior forward Thomas Gipson dunks against Kansas center Joel 
Embiid on Jan. 1 1 at Allen Fieldhouse in Lawrence. 



once more and step up with a big 
performance to give the Wildcats an 
opportunity to steal a win at home. 

Junior forward Thomas Gipson 

It was probably the quietest 10 
points and four rebounds in Gipson 's 
K-State career earlier this year against 
Kansas. 

The six-foot-seven-inch junior 
managed to stay out of foul trouble in 
the first half, but Gipson found him- 
self ineffective as the game wore on 
and the Wildcats offense became less 
efficient. 

The junior will have his hands 
full tonight with the Jayhawks' trio of 
forwards. Kansas head coach Bill Self 
will look to take Gipson out early by 
way of foul trouble. 

If he's able to remain in the game, 
get some early looks and play the type 
of defense we've seen twice now 
against Texas center Cameron Ridley, 
expect K-State to hang tough with the 
Jayhawks through to the end. 

Kansas 

Freshman center Joel Embiid 

It was a very Embiid-esque game 
for the freshman standout last month; 
his stat line read 11 points, nine re- 
bounds, two assists and two blocks in 
just 19 minutes. 

The Cameroon native handled 
the pressure of K-State 's double team 
superbly all afternoon despite playing 
limited minutes due to foul trouble. 

If Embiid is able to stay on the 
court, he will likely take K-State out of 
its postgame mentality with Gipson. 
If that proves to be the case, the Wild- 
cats will be forced to hit jump shots 
to stay in the game, something they 
weren't good at in the first meeting. 

Freshman guard Wayne Selden, Jr. 

Wait, Kansas freshman guard An- 
drew Wiggins isn't a player to watch? 
Well, no. Whether he shoots well or 
not, Wiggins will likely get close to 
his per game average with his aggres- 
sive play at the rim. 

Selden, however, is the X-factor 
for the Jayhawks. In the first show- 
down, Selden had a quiet 20 points on 
an efficient shooting day. 

In Kansas' five losses, Seldon is 
averaging just eight points per game. 
If the freshman can hit his 13.2 points 
per game average in Big 12 play, it 
should open up the scoring for the 
other Kansas guards. 



WEBER | Frazier says 
Weber gets 'unfair criticsm' 



Continued from page T3 

"It was a good job," Low- 
ery said of Weber's decision to 
come to K-State. "Seeing who 
was here, seeing they had a lot 
of guys returning, seeing the 
vision of the AD and that it has 
come to fruition with the prac- 
tice facility and the football 
side; a little bit of it is luck but 
it was also foresight on his part 
to take the job." 

Weber admits that he 
didn't have a great working 
knowledge of the Big 12 be- 
fore taking the K-State job. As 
he's developed in Manhattan, 
he said recruiting players that 
fit the style of the conference 
has been a high priority. 

"You get a little better ath- 
lete in this league (compared 
to the Big Ten)", Weber said. 
"It seemed like every team had 
that 6-foot-5 to 6-foot-9 athlete 
that maybe you don't have. 
You see it in football even and 
it's a speed element that the 
Big Ten didn't quite have." 

Despite a Big 12 Champi- 
onship in his opening season 



as head coach, Weber has been 
unable to put the program in 
cruise control. 

Whether it was a second- 
round NCAA Tournament 
loss at the hands of La Salle 
or a season-opening loss to 
Northern Colorado, Weber has 
caught his fair share of skepti- 
cism from outside and inside 
the K-State community. 

"I think he gets a lot of 
unfair criticism," Frazier said. 
"All he has done is win. He has 
won everywhere he has been 
and you've got to respect a guy 
that does things the right way." 

Frazier said that in his 
mind, a willingness to grow 
and develop as a coach on a 
daily basis embodies what We- 
ber has done in Manhattan. 

"He has been willing to 
change a lot more," Frazier 
said. "As the game changes, 
you've got to change with 
it and that has been the key. 
You can't be stubborn and say 
we're going to do things one 
way. The game has evolved 
and I've seen coach evolve 
with it." 
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Veterinary Health Center 

AT KANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY 
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The Veterinary Health Center at K-State is a full-service veterinary hospital providing world-class 
routine, wellness, specialty, and 24/7 emergency care for companion, farm, and exotic animals. 
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8:00 p. m. Bramlage Coliseum 




Emily DeShazer | the collegian 

Freshman guard Marcus Foster shoots a 3-pointer during the 74-57 win over Texas Saturday at Bramlage 
Coliseum. Foster averages 14.74 points per game, but only scored seven in the last meeting with Kansas. 

K-State looks for 
parity with Kansas 



Near the K-State tennis courts. 

1800 Denison Ave. I Manhattan, KS 66506 



Small Animal Appointments: 785-532-5690 
Large Animal Appointments: 785-532-5700 



By Spencer Low 
the collegian 



After disassembling the No. 
15 Texas Longhorns over the 
weekend, the K-State Wildcats 
(16-7, 6-4 Big 12) welcome the 
No. 8 Kansas Jayhawks (18-5, 
9-1 Big 12) to Bramlage Coli- 
seum Monday at 8 p.m. 

K-State continues to have 
serious difficulties staying even 
with Kansas on the hardwood. 
The two team's most recent 
matchup was at Allen Field- 
house in Lawrence on Jan. 11, 
when the Jayhawks made bas- 
ketball look easy in a 26-point 
victory. The last home-court ad- 
vantage for the Wildcats was on 
Jan. 22, 2013 and while it was 
a closer fight, they still lost by 
four points to their in-state rival. 

After his 34-point explosion 
against Texas over the weekend, 
freshman guard Marcus Fos- 
ter said he will be looking to 
rectify himself after being shut 
down by Kansas head coach Bill 
Self's squad in the team's last 
meeting, where he was held to 
seven points on three-of-twelve 
shooting. 

"In Lawrence, we did not 
play how we needed to play," 
Foster said. "We have to get 
back to how we play and we 
played today. We actually guard- 
ed them and we knocked down 
shots. We just need to let things 
happen." 

The Kansas defense keyed 
in on the guard in Lawrence, en- 
suring he would not harm them 
from beyond the arc. K-State 



will need to either find a way to 
give Foster open looks or to get 
the ball to someone else. 

Kansas relied on their 
freshman core for the win in 
Allen Fieldhouse, where fresh- 
man guards Andrew Wiggins 
finished with 22 points and 
Wayne Selden, Jr. finished with 
20. Their most important player 
may be freshman center Joel 
Embiid, who finished just shy of 
a double-double with 11 points 
and nine rebounds against the 
Wildcats and has shown the 
ability to dominate the paint. 

With the emergence of their 
freshman class, the Jayhawks 
have a plethora of players who 
can step up and take over a 
game; Wiggins, Embiid, Selden, 
and sophomore forward Perry 
Ellis all average double-digit 
scoring per game, and junior 
guard Naadir Tharpe is not far 
off with 9.5 points per game. 

"What bothered me was the 
scouted defense," Foster said. "I 
have never faced a scouted de- 
fense, so they scouted me very 
well. They knew every move 
I was going to do. I also over 
pressured myself about it." 

If Kansas decides to focus 
on stopping Foster again, which 
is all the more likely after this 
weekend's showing, the Wild- 
cats will need to find production 
from some players who have 
been quiet recently. 

Junior forward Thomas Gip- 
son has been held to single-digit 
scoring in three of his last four 
games, with just three points 
and 11 rebounds against Texas. 
His slimmed physique has paid 
huge dividends this season, and 



he has been a monster at times 
inside. How he matches up with 
Embiid will go a long ways to- 
wards deciding the game. 

"We just need to play team 
defense, we need to rebound bet- 
ter," Gipson said. "Overall we 
just need to play better. Our of- 
fense was just too stagnant. No 
one was moving or cutting, just 
waiting on something to happen. 
Everyone was ball watching and 
it cannot be like that Monday, 
we all have to share the ball." 

Senior forward Shane 
Southwell also had a low-scor- 
ing day against Texas, although 
no one else needed to put up 
points with Foster's outburst. 
The senior is averaging 11 
points per game, but has scored 
1 1 total in his last three contests, 
so he will no doubt be hungry 
for a big game in his last regular 
season Sunflower Showdown. 

A win is huge for either 
team, both in bragging rights 
and RPI. While the Wildcats 
could use a marquee victory for 
their postseason resume, Kan- 
sas will not want to cede their 
dominance on the court. With 
the regular season drawing to its 
end, both teams are thirsty for a 
big win, and the matchup should 
be close as usual in Manhattan. 

"They are a top-ranked 
team," head coach Bruce We- 
ber said. "They are first in the 
league and this is important. 
One, we are still fighting to get 
into the NCAA Tournament and 
the other, we have five top 50 
wins. We still have several left 
that we are going to have chal- 
lenges with, and Kansas is one 
of them." 
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By the numbers 




Emily DeShazek I the collegian 



Bramlage Coliseum, which officially holds 12,528, will likely be crowded for the annual Sunflower Show- 
down. Head coach Bruce Weber is 0-4 against the Jayhawks since taking the job at K-State. 



By Austin Earl 
the collegian 



present a big test for the Wildcats 
to see if they can keep their home 
winning streak alive. 



0 



The number of 
victories K-State head 
coach Bruce Weber 
has against Kansas 



6 



79.3 



Consecutive games 
that Kansas has beaten 
K-State 



This is only Weber's sec- 
ond year at K-State, but he has 
already beat everyone in the 
conference at least once - except 
probably the most important 
one to Wildcat fans. This will 
be his fifth meeting against the 
Jayhawks as the head coach of 
the Wildcats. 



1 



K-State 's six-game losing 
streak to their rival is painful for 
fans. The Wildcats will look to 
end that streak on Monday, play- 
ing on their own floor. The last 
time Kansas lost in Manhattan 
was Feb. 14, 2011, when Jacob 
Pullen scored 38 points. February 
14, 201 1 , when Jacob Pullen 
scored 38 points. 



The amount of games 
K-State has lost at 
home this season 



Playing in the familiar con- 
fines of Bramlage Coliseum has 
not been a challenge for K-State 
this season. They have only 
dropped one game at home on 
the season, and are still perfect 
in conference play. No. 8 Kansas 
will not be the highest ranked 
team to play in Manhattan this 
season, but they could be the 
most dangerous. Monday will 



34 



The number of 
points K-State 
freshman 
Marcus Foster 
scored Saturday 



Another performance like 
that could lead K-State to a vic- 
tory against Kansas. Foster was 
incredibly efficient, shooting 
81 percent from the field. The 
Wildcats will need a big game 
from Foster on Monday to knock 
off the Jayhawks. 



The number of points Kansas 
averages offensively 

Kansas is great at scoring. 
They rank No. 29 in the country 
in points per game. This creates 
an interesting matchup against 
a K-State team who is No. 21 in 
the country in points allowed per 
game. 



12,528 



The number of seats in Bram- 
lage Coliseum 

Fans from both teams pack K- 
State's home venue when the Jay- 
hawks come to town. This year 
is expected to be no different, 
as Kansas is highly ranked once 
again. In K-State 's 201 1 upset 
of Kansas, K-State fans stormed 
the court after time expired in 
celebration of the victory over 
their arch rival. 
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Wildcats, Jayhawks in need of 'rivalry revival' 
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K-State junior forward Thomas Gipson looks at the scoreboard as freshman guard Marcus Foster holds his head 
during the 86-60 loss to Kansas on Jan. 11 at Allen Fieldhouse in Lawrence. 



By David Embers 
the collegian 

K-State and Kansas could be a 
top 10 rivalry in all of sports. The 
pieces are there: amazing tradition, 
obsessive fan bases and only 85 
miles lie between the two universi- 
ties. Unfortunately, there is just one 
big thing missing: competition. The 
Jayhawks and Wildcats might hate 
each other, but the yearly matchups 
on the football field and basketball 



court are far from a rivalry. Things 
have become too predictable. I'm 
no gambling man, but if I bet Kan- 
sas basketball and K-State football 
every game for the past decade, I'd 
probably have my own island. If we 
want the Sunflower Showdown to 
be anything more than just a pillow 
fight, then there must be a revival. 

The history is certainly there. 
Dating back to 1907, the Wildcats 
and Jayhawks have faced off 278 
times on the basketball court. To put 
that into perspective, North Carolina 
and Duke began competing in 1920 



and have played 236 times. 

Additionally, both K-State and 
Kansas have vacancies that they 
want to fill. The Jayhawks lost Mis- 
souri to the SEC, and they are look- 
ing to transfer their collegiate-hatred 
elsewhere. K-State lost Nebraska 
to the Big 10, and has been sitting 
idly by waiting for a new partner 
in crime. It's like a match made in 
geography heaven. Unfortunately, 
things need to change before this 
"thing" actually becomes a rivalry. 
This historic matchup needs a rivalry 
revival. 



Let me preface all of this with 
two disclaimers: 

1. I understand that there are 
other sports and other athletes at both 
universities. However, a true rivalry 
stems almost entirely from the big- 
gest revenue generating sports. This 
means that basketball and football 
are the driving forces behind most 
rivalries. Those two sports generate 
the most support, and demand the 
most media attention. 

2) Kansas is 50 percent of the is- 
sue. The Jayhawks football program 
is a combination of curdled milk and 
athlete's foot. It is horrible and, un- 
fortunately for Kansas, head coach 
Bill Snyder can't coach both teams. 
K-State isn't going to lower the bar 
on the football field, so the Jayhawks 
needs to step it up ... big time. I get 
that. 

Without a doubt, K-State's issue 
is on the basketball floor. There is 
no debate there. The Wildcats have 
to improve significantly if they want 
to go toe-to-toe with the Jayhawks. 
As most fans know, the last 30 years 
haven't been great for the rivalry. 
Since 1984, K-State and Kansas 
have faced off 78 times on the hard- 
wood. The Wildcats have gone 9-69 
in those contests, which is a win- 
ning percentage of about 1 1 percent. 
While those numbers seem bleak, 
upon closer examination it gets even 
worse. In the past 35 games played 
between the two schools, the Jay- 
hawks have won by an average of 13 
points per game. That's a staggering 
number for any annual matchup, let 
alone a "rival." 

I love the direction head coach 
Bruce Weber has his team headed. 
He has a young, talented group of 
players that look to be committed to 
staying four years in Manhattan. But 
you can't ignore the fact that Weber 
is 0-4 in his career at K-State against 
the Jayhawks. I'm not calling for 
Weber's job, but I am saying that 
he needs to begin producing sooner 



rather than later against Kansas. The 
only way to make this "thing" rel- 
evant is to win ball games. It is the 
only solution. 

If we want a rivalry like Auburn 
and Alabama or UNC and Duke, it 
starts with the game itself. Auburn 
and Alabama just played a regular 
season football game that, for all 
intents and purposes, decided who 
went to the national championship. 
Obviously Auburn had to go on and 
beat Missouri, but Alabama would 
have done that too. That level of 
importance, coupled with the pure 
competitiveness of an Auburn versus 
Alabama football game, is the very 
reason that matchup is on the Mount 
Rushmore of collegiate rivalries. 
The games matter, and the outcome 
is a coin flip. 

Unfortunately, with K-State and 
Kansas, we are miles away from 
that. It's two schools that are enjoy- 
ing great athletic success separated 
by a goal post and a backboard. It's 
like two businessmen going in for 
a firm handshake after closing on a 
multi-million dollar deal, but then 
one guy switches to a fist bump and 
you end up with a weird turkey look- 
ing thing that makes both men feel 
awkward and out of place. 

As a student, I want this to be a 
rivalry. I really do. In a way, rivalries 
are what built this country (Thomas 
Jefferson and Alexander Hamilton 
is the one that comes to mind). But 
without competitive games, this 
becomes nothing but two fan bases 
working to manifest something 
that really doesn't exist. If K-State 
doesn't begin beating Kansas, or at 
least begin making the games com- 
petitive, then this rivalry will never 
materialize. The outcome is predict- 
able, and there is little to no allure. Is 
it a Sunflower Showdown? Sure, but 
that's about as far as it goes. If Wild- 
cat fans want a true rival, K-State 
must start beating the Jayhawks on 
the hardwood. Period. 



K-State basketball continues to grow under Weber 



By Adam Suderman 
the collegian 



There likely isn't a greater 
compliment to give a college 
basketball coach than to call him 
a basketball junkie. For Bruce 
Weber, it's how his players and 
his assistants have come to know 
the 57-year-old head coach. 

Having played for Weber 
throughout his collegiate ca- 
reer at Illinois, K-State assistant 
coach Chester Frazier said he 
has a strong understanding of 
Weber's coaching and teaching 
methods. 

"He lives, breathes and 
sleeps basketball," Frazier said. 
"That right there gives him a one- 
up on the competition. He knows 
his stuff and he's a great X's and 
O's guy as well as a great offen- 
sive mind." 

As freshman guard Marcus 
Foster navigated through the re- 
cruiting process, he said he was 
enamored by Weber's hunger for 
the game. It's a hunger that he 
said he believes is just as strong 
as the day they first met. 

"I came in one night [to the 
Basketball Training Facility] and 
he was in here doing something 
in his office," Foster said. "He 



came down and rebounded for 
me then and helped me with my 
shot. He just cares for all of his 
players." 

Since his 1978 graduation 
at the University of Wisconsin- 
Mi waukee, coaching quickly 
became a key component of 
Weber's career. He accepted his 
first assistant coaching position 
at Western Kentucky for the fol- 
lowing season. 

Weber joined the Hilltopper 
program that was led by former 
K-State great Gene Keady. It was 
Keady that helped the Milwau- 
kee, Wis., native develop an eye 
for the Wildcat program. 

When Weber was hired at K- 
State in April 2012, he acknowl- 
edged Keady 's influence as an 
important element in his decision 
to come to the Little Apple. 

The influence spread over 19 
seasons for Weber as he contin- 
ued to be an assistant for the Hall 
of Fame coach at two different 
schools. After Keady accepted 
the job at Purdue, he brought We- 
ber with him to West Lafayette, 
Ind., and the two coaches spent 
18 seasons together at the helm 
of the Boilermaker program. 

Prior to the 1998 season, 
Weber accepted the head-coach- 
ing job at Southern Illinois and 
led the Salukis to three postsea- 




PAKKER ROBB I THE COLLEGIAN 

K-State head coach Bruce Weber screams instructions at his team 
over the electric atmosphere of the Octagon of Doom in the wan- 
ing minutes of the second half of the Wildcats' 72-66 victory over 
the No. 25 Oklahoma Sooners Jan. 14 in Bramlage Coliseum. 



son trips, which included a Sweet 
16 appearance and 28-8 overall 
record in 2001-02. 

As Weber finished his fifth 
season at Southern Illinois, he 
decided to head north on High- 
way 57 in order to take over the 
Illinois Fighting Illini program. 

Weber tallied a 63-9 record 
through his first two seasons in 
Champaign, which also included 
a 37-2 record and national cham- 
pionship appearance during his 
second season. Weber finished 



his tenure with a number of up- 
and-down seasons that ultimately 
led to his firing at the conclusion 
of the 2011-12 season. 

K-State assistant coach 
Chris Lowery said he credits We- 
ber for his watchful eye in decid- 
ing where he'd like to work next 
and making sure he made the 
right call. 

Continued on page T4, 
"WEBER" 
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•Add $2 extra for Stuffed Crust • Additional charge for 
delivery • Limit 15 Wildcat Pizzas per order • 1120th cent 

cash redemption value* Butler Pizza Company m Butler Pizza Company Offer expires 

• Offer expires March 1,2014 fir 

Pizza & 2-Liter. flltt 



14 



(When you purchase a Lunch 
Buffet and 2 Soft Drinks) 



Offer Good At All f%jyz^ L 
Manhattan Locations Ptfrfr- 

Aaaievitte Westlooo T'}^^ r ' 



Aggieville Westloop 
Tuttle Creek 



*Add$1 extra for each Stuffed Crust •Additional charge 
for delivery • 1120th cent cash redemption value 
'Butler Pizza Company m Offer expires March 1,2014 



I 
I 



Offer Good At All 
Manhattan Locations 

Lunch Buffet is served daily 
11:30am - 1:00pm 
Aggieville, Westloop, Tuttle Creek 



• Purchased Lunch Buffet and Soft Drinks must be 
at menu price • 1120th cent cash redemption value 
•Butler Pizza Company Offer expires March 1,2014 





I 



Hookah & E-Hookahs 
Incense & Candles 
Posters & Tapestries 
Funky, Fun Clothes 
Sterling Silver Jewelry 





1128 Moro St. • 776.2252 • M-F 11-6:30, S 11-6 




Take K-State with you. A new book, We Are K-State, documents the 
excitement of Kansas State University during homecoming week October 
2012. The vivid collection of images was captured by student photographers 
and alumni professionals, making the perfect gift for any K-State fan. 



MAKES A GREAT GIFT 
FOR ANY K-STATE FAN! 



collegian 

MEDIA GROUP 



Available at: 

CLAFLIN BOOKS 
K-STATE CAMPUS STORE 
VARNEY'S 
We Are KState . co m 





CARPET CLEANING, INC 



We've got the assist you need 
to score your deposit back!" 



785.320.7651 

www. MyLeaseEnd. com 




ILeaseEnd 



0^ 



OFF 

your entire 
purchase 



1814 Claflin Road 
Manhattan, KS 
66502 

(on the corner of 
Claflin & Denison) 




GO 

CATS! 



(785) 776-3771 

claflin@interkan.net 
claflincopies.com 
claflinbooks.com 



FOR FAST & FREE DELIVERY, 
PIZZA THE WAY IT'S SUPPOSED TO BE, 
GIVE US A CALL & YOU WILL AGREE 

IT'S PIZZA SHUTTLE PIZZA FOR ME! 



TIZZA* 
[SHUTTLE; 



776-5577 



MUST PRESENT COUPON AT CHECKOUT TO REDEEM OFFER 
IN-STORE ONLY. NO OTHER DISCOUNTS APPLY. EXPIRES 3/31/14. 



%J^r SUPER STORE 

AT THE STADIUM and 520 MCCALL RD 



L ______________ ____________ ___________ 



Mobile Banking 




A K-STATE 

CREDIT UNION 

Your Community Credit Union 

West 2600 Anderson 
Campus 1 455 Anderson 

Manhattan • 785.776.3003 

ksucreditunion.com 
info@ksucreditunion.com 




with you. 

We understand your busy 
schedule — and with 
convenient mobile banking, 
you can manage your finances 
anytime, day or night! 



NCUA 



Federally insured by the NCUA 



